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The term of a judge may be terminated, or the judge may cease to hold office, among other ways, by resignation, expiration 
of the term of office,! reaching the age of mandatory retirement as specified by statute or constitutional provision,” or the 


acceptance of an incompatible office.” Some jurisdictions also provide for the recall of judges by the electorate.“ 


A judge may cease to hold office by resigning.” There is authority supporting the view that a judge does not have the absolute 
right at the judge's own pleasure to abandon duties and resign the office, that an acceptance of a resignation, or its equivalent, 
may be necessary to perfect it, and that when an acceptance specifies the time at which it will take effect, until such time 


the resignation is not complete.° Once a judge's resignation is written, signed, and delivered to the appropriate authority, that 


authority has no discretion but to accept the resignation.” There is authority for the view that the resignation of a county judge, 
submitted to the governor to become operative on a specified date, may become operative on that date, even though, before that 


date and before the governor has acted on it, the judge attempts to withdraw the resignation.’ A judge may still continue to serve 
on a court from which the judge has resigned until the effective date of the resignation, even though the judge has taken an oath 


of office to be judge of another court a few days prior to the beginning of that term.” A trial judge who conducted an evidentiary 
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hearing on a divorcing wife's motion for temporary alimony had no authority to sign an order awarding temporary alimony, 
and thus the temporary alimony order signed by the judge was void and of no legal effect, where the order was signed after 


the effective date of the judge's resignation from the bench. 10 A judge's voluntary retirement is sufficient to render misconduct 
charges and related issues moot, warranting dismissal of a complaint. !! On the other hand, the retired status of a judge does 


not deprive the Judicial Qualifications Commission of its jurisdiction so long as a complaint is filed within one year after 


retirement, 12 and does not deprive a state supreme court of disciplinary jurisdiction. 3 


Statutes may provide for the resignation or retirement of judges under certain conditions; for example, Congress has made such 


a provision in the case of federal judges. i 
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